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Describe the change of scenery as we made our way to 4 and 6





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction related to JWR.
Located in Central Alabama near the town of Brookwood.
Operate 3 underground mines, Central Shop, Supply, Training Center, and Mining Office
Employee 1350
Potential to mine 8M tons of Blue Creek Coal annually
Seam lies 1700 to 2300 feet deep, with No. 5 Mine 2,250 feet, very gaseous
Be prepared for the unthinkable
5 years under the National Average for LTAs
Reduced Medical Treatments by 60% in past 8 years
Doing things right
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Initial Entry Teams
• Event will determine the skills needed



Initial Entry Teams
• Team staffing considerations
• Missing miners or men down = heavier 

medical support
• Fires or explosion = heavier mine rescue 

support





Initial Entry Teams
• When working in hostile environments or 

searching for missing miners, consider the 
value of Mine Rescue trained Advanced Life 
Support personnel at and inby the FAB
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Initial Entry Teams
• Every team needs equipment to meet the 

needs of the event







Initial Entry Teams
• Every team needs members who focus solely 

on mine rescue procedures/map/etc.
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• Look beneath your seats

• If you are one of five with envelopes, open 
and share the colored disc with someone

• Those who received a colored disc now 
share it with someone else

Hidden Dangers
Blood & Body Fluids



Hidden Dangers
Blood & Body Fluids

• Three of the five miners found carried a 
communicable disease



• Initial care providers treated miners when 
found

• Others took over care at the FAB
• Even more assisted with care and transfer 

at the surface
• Results… three patients and nine care 

providers are contaminated

Hidden Dangers
Blood & Body Fluids



• Understanding the mode of communicable 
disease transmission can protect the team

• Disease is transmitted in one of three ways…
• Direct contact
• Indirect contact
• Droplet infection
• Break the mode of transmission and you are 

safe
• Other considerations...

Hidden Dangers
Blood & Body Fluids
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• A natural response to a very unnatural event! 

• Understanding and responding to its impact:
– On the families
– On the teams
– On others

Critical Incident Stress



The    
Only 
Difference 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reality
garbage bags







• Mine Disaster
• Families
• At the onset of a disaster loved ones usually 

feel shock and dismay--they want 
information and hope

• Initial needs…clergy versus counselors
• Remember the role of a mine is to provide 

access to this service--don’t push assistance 
on anyone, but make it available

Critical Incident Stress



• Teams
• Parallels between mine rescue 

procedures and CISD…providing a 
means to vent

• Be aware of sign and symptoms of CIS…
• Monitor your teams and make sure they 

have access to EAP
• To learn more about CISD talk with 

your EAP 

Critical Incident Stress
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